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WSTS Projects 8.5% Chip Growth
The global semiconductor 
market is expected to grow 
8.5% on an annualized basis 
to $247bn in 2006, according 
to the autumn forecast of the 
World Semiconductor Trade 
Statistics (WSTS). Projected 
growth in the market will 
moderately increase to 8.6% 
in 2007 and culminate with 
12.1% in 2008, with Asia-Pacific 
being the largest regional 
market.
The WSTS autumn 2006 projec-
tion is lower than the forecast 
released this spring, which 
estimated a 10.1% growth for 
the year. The variances to the 
spring forecast relate to a few, 
albeit significant products, 
whereas the majority of prod-
ucts remained close to the pat-
terns predicted in the spring. 
The most notable decline was 
in microcomputers.
The WSTS foresees a continu-
ously growing demand for elec-
tronic products such as PCs, 
digital consumer appliances, 
and mobile communications, 
enhanced by the increase of 
semiconductor content per 
installed system. These trends 
are expected to unfold in 
a challenging, yet generally 
healthy world economy.
The current forecast anticipates 
a consistent, positive growth 
throughout the forecasting 
period, peaking in 2008. While 
the forecasted semiconduc-
tor market does not show a 
pronounced cyclical pattern, 
some product groups maintain 
cycles similar to historical pat-
terns. The Asia Pacific region 
continues to be the fastest 
growing geographical area, 
now primarily due to rising 
domestic demand, whereas the 
manufacturing shift had been 
the primary contributor to its 
past growth rate.
Web: http://www.wsts.org
Autumn 2006 Amounts in US$M Year on Year Growth in %
 2005 2006 2007 2008 2005 2006 2007 2008
Americas 40,736 45,405 48,788 53,997 4.3 11.5 7.4 10.7
Europe 39,275 39,615 42,325 46,969 -0.4 0.9 6.8 11.0
Japan 44,082 47,037 50,379 55,785 -3.7 6.7 7.1 10.7
Asia Pacific 103,391 114,710 126,392 143,520 16.5 10.9 10.2 13.6
Total World - $M 227,484 246,768 267,883 300,271 6.8 8.5 8.6 12.1
Discrete Semiconductors 15,244 16,549 17,449 19,236 -3.3 8.6 5.4 10.2
Optoelectronics 14,902 16,618 18,441 20,874 8.6 11.5 11.0 13.2
Sensors 4,541 5,411 6,114 7,140 -4.7 19.2 13.0 16.8
Integrated Circuits 192,798 208,190 225,880 253,021 7.8 8.0 8.5 12.0
 Analog 31,922 37,075 40,069 45,473 1.8 16.1 8.1 13.5
 Micro 54,687 54,241 58,557 65,418 7.8 -0.8 8.0 11.7
 Logic 57,670 59,943 65,243 74,298 16.4 3.9 8.8 13.9
 Memory 48,519 56,931 62,011 67,832 2.9 17.3 8.9 9.4
Total Products - $M 227,484 246,768 267,883 300,271 6.8 8.5 8.6 12.1




Evans Analytical Group LLC of 
Sunny vale, CA, USA, has acquired 
the operations and assets of AMIA 
Labs.
AMIA provides X-ray based ana-
lytical services to high-tech indus-
tries, including XRD, XRF, and XRR 
and has proprietary techniques 
for measurement of thin films, as 
well as micro-diffraction capabili-
ties for patterned wafers, etc.
AMIA’s operations and staff will 
be integrated into EAG's Round 
Rock facility.
Web: www.eaglabs.com
EMCORE Major Order 
For Satellite
EMCORE’s Photovoltaics Division 
has been awarded a multi-year pur-
chase order from a manufacturer 
of high power geosynchronous 
communications satellites for over 
$41m over a period of 3 years. 
EMCORE will supply state of the 
art, high efficiency multi-junction 
solar cells for approximately ten 
high-power satellites. Production 
of the solar cells will take place at 
EMCORE’s state-of-the-art multi-
junction Solar Cell production 
facility located in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.
This order, along with the initial 
purchase agreement, represents 
one of the largest multi-junction 
solar cell procurements from any 
US satellite manufacturer. 
Web: www.emcore.com
Rudolph New CTO
Rudolph Technologies Inc., 
announced the appointment of 
Alex Oscilowski as CTO.
He comes directly from SEMATECH 
where he was been VP - Strategy. 
His strong leadership and global 
network of relationships within 
the customer base make him an 
excellent choice to be Rudolph’s 
CTO, said the company.
Web: www.rudolphtech.com/
Q-Cells AG to invest in Solibro CIGS
Q-Cells, the world's second-larg-
est manufacturer of solar cells, 
is joining forces with Solibro AB 
from Upsala, Sweden, to set up 
a joint venture under the name 
of Solibro GmbH.
Solibro GmbH will commer-
cialise CIGS thin-film technol-
ogy developed in Sweden by 
Solibro AB. It plans to build 
a factory in Thalheim with a 
60m investment.
Solibro AB is a spin-off from 
the widely renowned CIGS 
research group at the University 
of Uppsala’s Ångström Solar 
Center with a unique technol-
ogy developed with support 
from the Swedish Energy 
Agency. The current pilot line in 
Uppsala will be transformed to 
a manufacturing development 
centre, operated as a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Solibro 
GmbH. This centre will provide 
technological support to the 
production, and drive further 
CIGS developments of strategic 
importance.
Web: www.q-cells.com
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